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A PRAYER FOR LIGHT.

Lord God of peace and war,
Thy presence we implore!

Descend from heights afar
And lead us as of yore!

The nations stagger, blind
And perishing in night;

O let us once more find
The long delaying light!

Deal gently with our sin,
Deal gently with our grief,

Thou Who has shut us in
This plane of unbelief.

Thou Who hast spread a veil
Before our mortal eyes,

80 that earth's noblest fail
Thy way to recognize!

Thy pity we invoke
Upon our darkness hers;
O lift the battle smoke
And let Thy light appear!
M. E. BUMLER.

A Good Veto,

Governor WHITMAN has blocked by
his veto the fifth consecutive attempt
of the trolley interests to take pos-
sesgion of the Albany post road in
the Westchester towns of Ossiming,
Mount Pleasant and Greenburgz. For
many years the Burns law has pre-
tected this historic highway against
ifnvasion. There have been repeated
efforts to repeal the Burns law and
thus permit the laying of tracks in
this narrowest part of the post
road, to the practical destruction of
that great usefulness as s thorough-
fare which it now possesses.

Year after year Tue Svx has ealled
attention to the sinister projects of
the road grabbers, aml year after
year the scheme of destruction has
been defeated either in the Legisla-
ture or by the Executive,

We congratulate Governor Wit
MAN on the accurate perception of
public duaty which inspired his veto
of the pernicions Slater bill and upon
his spirited performance of that duty.
He might have allowal the Lill to die
by merely withholding his signature
a NHttle while longer, for after mid-
nlght to-morrow measures still unap
proved by the Executive perish with.
out his wction, it the Governor
chose to dispose of the matter openly
by vero, and he should have full
credit for a public service thus man-
fully rendered.

Kitchener and French. :

Whatever changes may occur in the
British Cabinet Sir Jous VFreson
{8 not likely to be superseded as com-
mander of the troops in France hy
Lord Kircuexer, Fach i< in the right
place. KITCHENER s organizing ar-
mies for victory with characteristic
energy. and Frexcu suppiies the tae.
tical skill in the field in perfect co-
ordination with that great Frenchwan
Josrrn JorFge.

There should be mno
about the comparative
FRENCH and KiteHENER soldiers |
because the British General at the
front has done his difficult work ad-
mirably. If a vote conld be taken
in the army it would be practically
umanimous against a change of com-
manders. If General Jorrre and his!
able lientenants Pav amd Maxovey
were consulted they wonld doubtiess
declare their strong faith in Sir Jouw |
Frexcu and express their profound
esteem for him as an

As General in command, dipl uumt‘
and comrade Xir Jonw
skill, tact and demoeratic
proved the wisdom of his selection,
The Nouth African war was not A
great conflict, but it is no reflection
upon KireHeNrR, whose system of
blockhouses and drives ended It, te
s#ay that the most brilllant snccesses
in the field were largely due to the |

controversy
merits  of |

as

BEEERHI

wivs have |

Frixen's |

—d —

only in the great drive that forced
the Germans to retreat from Meaux
but at La Bassée, Neuve Chapelle and
Ypres. In short, it is the Frencn of
the Boer war who is commanding the
British army on the far larger stage
in Flanders, and the German General
Staff neither outwits nor outfights
him, It would be risking disaster If
the Government at home were to take
the command out of the hands of Sir
Jous Furscu and make him subor-
dinate to Lord Kitcnexrr, who has
had no time to study the intricate
strategy of the campaign and does not
know the terrain half as well as the
other man. Which is doing the more
valuable work in the war may be a
question, but we have no doubt that
Kitcuexer of Khartoum is great
enough 1o insist that Sir JorN FrENcH
shall not be disturbed In the su-
preme command in France.

The Lovely East Adriatic Coast.

The entrance of the southern Eu-
ropean States into the war promises
to make an active scene of opera-
tions of the east Adriatic coast that
has so far been scarcely more than
the background of the great strife.
This western fringe of the Balkan
peninsula with its harbors and stroug
strategic vantage points has long been
n contention betweentAustrian and
Italian diplomatists and the goal to-
ward which Serb ambition has strug-
gled for a window on the sea.

The Austrian fleet operating from
Pola has been zealously guarding this
treasure of the Dual Monarchy, mak-
ing now and then a dash into Anti-
vari and then bombarding the neigh-
boring black mountains while the
British and French in their effort to
succor thelr diminutive Montenegrin
ally bave tried to force thelr way
through the Bocche of Cattaro. But
the romantic beauties of clusters of
islands, the mediwval charms of the
towns and the faseinating remalns
of the splendors of Rome's deciining
days and of the freshness and vigor
of the Venetiun Republic have been
undisturbed.

Perhaps nowhere else can these
two Interesting periods be studied to
such au advantage; and as the coast
Las been somewhat on the byway of
travel and the world has just begun
to know it, may it remain undis-
turbedd, its treasures undefiled by
wWir's ravages,

There are few more beautiful bod-
jes of waters than the Bocche of
Cattaro or quainter towns than those
the Venpetians built or embellished
with their art at the foot of the rug-
ged confining mountain slopes. It was
at Spalato that IDrocreTiax built his
great rambling palace and where was
the original tomb of the Emperor.
At Zara is the church of San Donato,

its flooring the pavement of the old

Roman forum. At Duraseo a greal
straggling wall that it took years to
puild elimbs the hills to a crowning
Venetian citadel, and marking out
an aren ten times greater than the
present town are the remains of 1ts
ancient Roman wall, Ragusa, built

' golidly to last forever and remain-

ing much as the Venetians left it, was
onee the stronghold of the Adriatie,
hut now {ts massive walls challenge
the marksmen of the modern battle-
ship. Aund what a target would be
the old Romun amphitheatre on the
hill slope of Pola just above the top-
masts of the Austrian ships!
Whatever the result of the war,
the status of the coast will be ma-
terially affected, A Teutonie victory
would mean the shutting off of Ser-

bia from her coveted Adriatie out-
let, the strengthening of Austria’s
hold on Dalmatin and Bosnia and

 the fortifying of her position as an

arbiter of the future of unfortunate
Alhania. Rome reported some time
ago as one of the preliminaries of

| Italy’s entrance into the war an un-
| derstanding
{division of this coast,

Serbia as to the
How far the
ambitions of both of these nations
extend as regards Dalmatia is not

with

known: but it is beyond a question
that  Serbia will demand Ruagusa,
whirh in spite of the many years

sinee a Serb monarch ruled there 18
st11! to her the "South Slavie Ath-
and a strip further south to
her sister Serb
negro out of her black mountains
And Italy must find herself dominant
in Albania, secure, if not in posses-
sion, at least in the actual control of
the lmportant harbors of Durazzo
and Aviona,

But whatever the exactions of war,
may fate deal kindly with this in-
teresting, heautiful cosst, its long
troubled [n'mph- and its treasures,

ens,”

Lt

Operatic Education.

The participation of Italy in the
European war may affect this coun-
try in numerous ways, and New York
city in one of which possibly llttle
thought has been taken. We may
have to face some unwelcome changes

. the plans of the Metropolitan Opera
II.-u-.- directors, This would be un-
| fortunate, sinee so much effort and
mgenuity were used to give us an ex-
Hent season of opera in the past
winter. But if anything shonld chance

[1o muke tha performance of operas

in Italian too diffienlt, we may com-
fort ourselves with the thought that

genius of Sir Jouy FRENCH 88 4 cav- |"""" of the German singers are to

alry commander,

mkes, and often with a small foree |
| tistic

e heat the Roers ar thelr own game,

His dashes upon Kimberiey and Koe |

dersand, his victory at Elandsluagte

He made no mis. | 'emain

hera all summer, and that
German opera can still give us ar-
[reasure,

I'"erhaps a eontraction of the lines
on which onr saagons are customarlly

and his strategy at the railway cen- | planned may provide a field for a

tre of Colesburg, all showing sonnd

demonstration of the edueational

fnitiative and rapidity of execution, | value of previous eperatic activities.
won him a place heside Sroxepwarn | We have heard a great deal about the

JAacgson, a soldier whom FrexcH
bumbly admired. It will be remem-
hered that the eavalry saved the Brirs
Ish army o the splendid
Mons. 1 never had to retreat,” VoN
Movtke once sald, “that is the true
test of gencralship”

Bince Mons Frexcr has often taken

vt rpat 0

the offensive with telling effect, notl

}

0nn

educational influence of opera, hut no
one of the preachers of this doectrine

| has yet told us what this educational

i flpenees  aecomplishes, I'p tn the

present time it has not even eduecated
ns to like opera, and yel that 1s all

iilml disinterested ohservers have he-

lleved it ever could accomplish.
If the people of this country, who

have been coaxed, cajoled and even
scolded to make them go to hear
operas, have refused to support the
Iyric drama In Boston, Philadelphin
and Chieago, and have with birilllant
enthusiasm turmed thelr backs on It
In New York when it was offered to
them at low prices and in thelr own
language, It must be admitted that
the varlous educational ecampalgns
have been lamentable failures. The
revelations about the affairs of the
defunct Century Opera Company,
which was created for the purpose
of supplylng a supposedly enormous
demand on the part of persons of mod-
erate means, prove that there was
uo such demand at all.

The truth may be that the clamor
for more opera is made by a very
small number of people shouting in
concert and consequently making a
large nolse, It is a rather sad com-
mentary on thelr glncerity that there
were just forty-six season subscrib
ers to whom the Century Opera Com-
pany found {tself indebted when (it
went out of business,

Unfortunately opera is inextricably
woven into the fabric of social life.
It has been so0 ever since It originated
in the festival lyric dramas of the
courts of Mantua and Florence. When
it could no longer be kept from the
public and issued into the‘open with
the first performance at the Teatro
San Casslano in Venlce, the aristoe-
racy easily found a way to perpetu-
ate a simulation of the exclusiveness
which it so long possessed. The pri-
vate box solved the problem, and the
box is the financlal backbone of opera
to this day.

The educationa! schemes cannot
touch this part of the operatic cosmos,
If the box declares for opera of any
kind rather than of no kiud next win.

ter, we shall assuredly have a season, |

So let us be of good courage. There
are many Italian opera singers in this
country. If De Lucca, the greatest
barytone now in Italy, cannot come,
we have our AMato and our Scorrl,
and no one will have to try to edu-
cate us to enjoy hearing them.

The Pig Iron Poet.

For years nobody, not even the Hon.
J. Byrox Evsmogre, the Bard of Alamo
and the glory of Indiana, has quite
consoled the lovers of true American
poetry for the loss of J. Gorpox
CoooLER, South Carolina’'s sweetest
minstrel. At last from Pennsylvanian
Allentown, a capltal of pig fron, spemds
the voice of gold and sugar. *“The
Pathos of Song and Other Poems.”
by Georce Kerrem De long, sighs
and sings before us; If 'we mourn
CooGLER it s with only a2 softened
regret. Here is the old, homely, hu-
man, Cooglerian note:

“Our utmost skill we both Aid try
To catch the flitting butterfly.

Bald bumblebeea that had no sting
We held within our hand to sing.

“Grasshoppers we d!d make them chew
And spiders make them spider too.

We clung unto the grapevine swing,
With chlldish glee did shout and sing.

| “Wa waded in the shallow stream

Whose murmur mingled with our scream,
We watched the minnows darting fast,
The tadpoles slowly paddiing past.”

We never ran across any stingless
bumblebees, whereas not a few of
those stingfyl yellow breeched philos
ophers assalled our green unknowiag
youth: but no doubt they

NiNE giees

y with Mr. D Loxg, whose fine poem

Btate of Monte-| 0 buil his native land:

L gquoted above has a Marlowian wmei-

ody, something of the madrigals (o the
shallow rivers' falis, In “The SLip

Success” we flud not only moble sen- |

timents but a stately

“Awake! oh, soul awake!
How long will you concede

Through hibernating sleep?
Arouse vourself and shake

The shackles from your feet
That you Ignored do keep.

style:

YA stately style acquire,
The family raise,

8o shape your ev'ry vears

. That friends will you admire

And ralse their voice in praiss
With their regards sincere."

His patriotism is fervent., Hear

"Gireat is thy domain—
Heeded by soverelgns afar,

Sweet thy fond refrain
Since thy Monror dared to bar.”

In the “Launching Lay" of the bat-
tleship Louisiana (1994) the metre
has the soft susurrus of the waves:

“Rod of our chastity
Ply not in valn;

*Neath thy grave battery
FPeace ever relgn.”

Unlike too many of the choir, he
is a Dry:
“What a contrast there is twixt a foun-
tain of bliss
And a beer saloon af woe:
While the ane gives reliaf and the other
Eives grief
To tha ones who thither go "

found and kind in his ethics, soher
Im his pace, an excellent family
Pegasus.

A Welcome Rain Coat.

The adoption of white ruhher
conts to progect the police of the
traffic force on ralny days is one of
the most commendable improvements
recently made by the 'olice Depart-
ment.  The purpose of the white
rialn eoat Is to enable ppople to g&ee
the polleeman, who might otherwise
be mistaken for a street cleaner or
even a messenger hoy. It I8 an ex-
cellent idea, for it Is at all times
desirable that people moving through
the streets should be able to see the
traflic police,

1t {8 espacinlly nocessary that those
who are nhout to eross streets at
such danger spots a8 Broadway and
Forty-fourth street, Broadway and
Thirty-fourth street, Fifth avenue
and Forty-second street, and the same

avenue at ‘l‘hlrty-fourth street, lhonld
know just where to find the trafic
policeman who 1s directing tho
movement of vehicles at the point.
If the unwary pedestrian does not
keep his eyes on the officer and also
on the motor cars, he may find him-
self run down by some law ablding
chauffeur who 18 doing just what the
officer has bid him do.

The practice of Ignoring the pe-
destrian on the crossing continues,
Protest has been made against the
system of handling traffic which ap-
parently includes a relegation of the
wnlking eitizen to the category of
public nuisances; but no attention
has been accorded to the complaint.
Here and there Individual policemen
assume the responsibility of taking
care of the people who are trying
to cross the street and of walting
till they are out of the way before
starting vehicles,

But the faet stlll remains that
many policemen dellberately look
over the heads of the pedestrians
who are crossing and signal vehicles
to move when many walkers are
not five feet from the front of the
cars and from ten to twenty feet
away from the sidewalk. The att!
tude of these policemen shows plain-
Iy that they do not regard them-
selves as responsible for the protec-
tion of the walking pubiic. Their
business s to direct vehicles: foot
passengers must look out for them-
selves. So let us all be thankful for
the white rain coats. In stormy |

guard ourselvea against the dangers
of the traffic system,

The Right Hon, ArtHur J, BaLrour
would have to make a great sacrifice
if he accepted an appointment as First
Lord of thea Admiralty: he would not
be able to devote so much of his
to golf and tennis. If the chief con-
slderation In selecting A man to suc-
ceed Mr, CHURCHILL {8 that he shall
have more respect for the professional
knowledge of Lord Fisuer, Mr, BaL-
FOUR s cormmly ellmhlo

The Bishop of London, who refuses

from men phyaically able to fight at
the front, must be of the same mar-
tial stamp as Bishop Leoxias Pork,
who put on the uniform of a Major-
eneral at the pequest of JEFFERSON
Davig to fight for the Southern Con-
federacy. However, It must be re-
membered that the good Bishop wus a
graduate of West Point

Russia‘'s order for 22,000 freight cars
placed in the United States is more
significant than a victory of the Teu-
tonic allies on the San or the fact
that they hold about 1,000,000 Russlan
prisoners.

If Provost SMmITH’s only reason for
opposing coeducation at the Univers
sity of Pennsylvania is that “some of
the present women students seem
more Interested In the male students
than In acquiring knowledge” he must
have overlooked some cases of reci-
procity among the young men

Diplomatle Syntax Again.

To T™HE Eprror oF Tue Suvn—S8ir: In
THE Sun of May 21 “J. E. 8" discusses
“the ume of plural verbs and pronouns
in eonjunction with the term ‘German
I'u.mr.ll Government’
son's rr('e-u note to Germany.”

*J 8. defends this use and finds
1t r-'-rrl-f‘!. differing with the correspon-
dent of THE SUN who In your lssue of
| May 1% found the uee incorrect

The headlines which you have given
to the letter from “J. K, 8" are: *“Mr,
Wilgon's Diplomatie Syvntax Somewhat
Sophistically Defended.”

In truth the defence s gophistical to
a degree. 1 think that the trues explana-

tion i much simpler and rearer at hand
than that given by “J. E 8" The de-
tails of the preparation of the J'res|.

dent’'s recent note have been widely dis-
| cussed in the papers. They have told
that the note representad his own, prac-
tically unalded, effort; that it wus sub-
mitted to the Cahinet only when it was
substantially in its final form, and that
fuch advice as he sought in its prepara-
tion was confined entirely to the ques-

| counsel to delermine
self makes no such piea,

|
|

time |

to consider applications for ordinatioh |

| hands of

| in good

S0APS DIETARY STANDING.

New Jersey l.lw I'romdlnn of a
Novel and Interesting Kind.

New Jersey matrimonlal infelicitics
as revealed by recent court pro-
ceedings seem to have largely hinged
on culinary controversics, The cases
of Mr, and Mrs. Ernest Russell Rog-
ers and Mr, and Mrs. Willlam Maidt
are in polint,

Mras, Rogers sews up as a defence
to her husband's sult for divorce that
he flatly refused to serve roast tur-
key on the very first New Yecar's
Eve after their marriage. Mr, Rogers
counters with the allegation that his
wife deluged his midst with kidney
stew, and he cites no less than three
instances of kidney stew assaults on
his insides within a singie week, He
does not allege any personal aversion
to kidney stew as such. What he ob-
Jects to apparently la being drenched,
submerged, drowned In kidney stew.
This case being stlll before the court,
presided over by Vice-Chancellor Ste-
vens, the proprieties permit nothing
further than this bare statement of
facts alleged.

The fried moap litigation between
Mr. and Mrs. Maldt, having been tem-
porarily at least put out of court by |
Recorder Medina, is more open to
discussion. Mr, Maldt appeared before
the learnad Recorder accompanied by
several fapjacks and two pork chops.
Thoese, he averred, had been cooked for
his consumption by Mrs, Maldt and
had been cooked by her in soap. Mrs.
Maldt sets up in answer that Mr,
Maidt nalled down the dining iable
and chairs to the tloor and committed
other acts indicative of a frantic and |
tumultuous state of mind.  Whether
It will be urged n Mr. Maidt's behalf
that a man with a case of soap d.et-

weather we shall be better able 1o |dyspepsia comes within the puﬂlfwla‘urpl)

uf indulgence accorded to hrainstorm
sufferers s of course for learned
Mr Maldt him- |
He takes |
his stand squarely on the flupjack-
pork chop exhibit and there rests.

With all submission we venture the
susgestion that, notwithstanding this
tood exhibit, Mr. Maldt's complaint
i8s deficient in specification. Of course |
thers I8 soap and soap. What kind
of soap did Mre. Maidt use in her |
cooking? This Mr. Maldt wholly fails
to indicate. For all the record reveals,
it may have been any one of the|
infinite wvarieties in the wide range
from the daintlly perfumed creations
of Parisian soap studios to the plain
but efMcient soft soup made by the
our hardy ploneer grand-
mothers, If Mr. Maidt puts himself
on record as objecting to foud cooked
American home made soft |
soap, an enlightened jury of Jersey
agriculturista ls entitled to know the
fact, If his objection is to French
kickshaws in soap cookery, that too
shou!d be made clear

It would be yellow to attempt
prejudice Mr, Maldt's case by any

to

ap-

| peal to American soft soap sentiment

To be sure the domestic
of moft soap may sur

manufacture
tender remi-

| niscences in the American mind. The
finished product is still in more o1
less extensive use In  the remoter

in President Wil- |

parts of the country. Its use, wholly
in the literal and not in the fizurative
sense, {8 felt hy politieal campaigners
in these regions to he a distinct force
in bringing them into close touch
with the plain people. Mr. Bryan, in
his brusque, hearty way, always asked
for it when he went to the tin wash
basgin on the hench hy the back door
of the farmhouse where he happened
to lodge on his political tours, The
more suave Mr, Fairbanks under sim-
flar cirecumstances would depreecatingly
turn his back on the effete vellow bar
of modern laundry soap and gently
express his preference for the soft

| soap of the masses,

tion of geelng that it conformed in
phrasenlogy "to diplomatic usage Sev-
| eral New York papers mentioned Mr. !
I!..qm“.n: as having had a hand (n this
part of the work, and one New York
paper mentions Mr. Adee as having
| assisted in this yespect

| ©One fairly @'l establishad form of
diplomatic coarrespondence, so far as the
‘Hr'lt!sh Government is concerned, s to
use the plural verh and pronoun with
the deslgnation “His Majesty's (joverns
ment." For instance, the statement
IEH‘P'I'I out by the Rritish Foreign OfMce
| on the avening of May 20 uses this form
| throughout, as in the following: "“His
Majesty's Government feel satisfied that
undue interference cannot with
e Imputed to them ™
This practice of the Rritish Foreign
Office {s perhaps not peculiar to diplo-
| matie correspondence, for it {8 a4 common
| custom of English solicitors, and for
all 1 know of other English professional
men and business men,
verh and pronoun with such
“eompany.,” which wa in
almost invariably
verh and pronoun,
May it not be then that the use of the
plural verb and pronoun in Mr. Wilson's
note wus the result of an offort to eon-
| form to what was supposad to he the
elegant requirement of the case with-
out fully appreciating the fact that there
is perhaps no particular diplomatic sig-

words as

nificance In the use of this form?

The cases pointed out by “J, B 8"
In which in Mr. Wlilson's nota there
war a departura from this form nare

probably most simply explained as over-
alzhts on the part of whomsoever revised
tha nnte; or If not oversights, then as
the result of an insafficient famillarity
with the form to make {ts earrving out
In detall a matter of coursa requiring
no &pecial mantal effort
Hexny H Wanb.
WasHINGTON, ’D C., May 22.

THE UNTERRIFIED RHYME-
8TER.

Canse and Effect.
When King Sing is mads over naw,
Bports, comforts, bracing alr,
1 know some things I think I'll do,
In hopes of going there

To the Board of Health,

I have no autn, for I weesn
My dollara are too few,

But 1 can hraaths In gasolens
All up Pifth avenue,

Arademie and Inatitutionsl,

I'm nelther an auto-lmmoartal
Nor a don of the humbler grade,
Who stands ‘neath the glorious portal
And boosts the masquerade,
1 just look on and chortle
To ses how greatness Is made.
DuFrigLD OsBORNE,

reason
|

| offensiva to the

to use the plural |

this country |
use with the singular |

NIETZSCHE.

His Severlty to Germany and Hlis
Admiration of France.

To THE Epitor or Tne SvN—=Sir: 1
would like to have some one explain to
me the seeming incongruity Involved |
the popularity of Nictzsche's ‘ "
Germany when these ho
many scathing isms of the 3 L1

4 one of man

Wag- |

people.  The followi ne
of o like nature In*
ner” he sgayvs:

at ths
sl refugs
and refined culture
the high schonl o
Know whers t
Nurth

whoever

e Case of

Even
the

presant

=

tua

Franes
inte

It remains
byt one

Fran

day

of the most

Europe

find thi = of ta

Tha fierman fraeette, for
exprosses his sontd .
nks that the Freno}

As f if I had to ¢

POt

LGy

paper, thit
bari
blackest
requlred 1o be libherated 1

the direction of northern
this France «
France of
regdy

ans

pessimd

mituch more at home | n he
was In Gerinat
aiready
nd
prefer to
He was an a
as 1 The Germans
wherenith to grasp 1

fingers at a'!!. but

beern transiy

LT time ®n excellent

Schopenhauer In B

rend

Ident among Germans, just

am have no fingera

haven't ar
only claws’
This treatment must havs

Germans 1§

hean very
"ot wus

T
s

offset Ly DUMPrOUs Passiges

Spake Zarathus:ra,"” whi

scribed only as an apotheosis of war
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New York's Effective Street Signs.
To T™AE Etvitor orf Tne Scx—Sir; The
! new atreet signs installed not long ago on
he prominent thor s, puch as Mad
8ON Avenue Sixth ivenus and Cent
Park We ahich have been degeribed as
tha Iast word in street gigns by Assistant
Commissioner of DPublic Works Paterson
| have naw heen in services long enough to
justify all the gond thing= that were sald
of them befora they were placed in aer
| vice It ia ,'w-f such lttle Improvemants
which serva to make this city one of th
foremost in the world, and It 1= hoped
that the Department of [y * Works wi
i not cenes 1ts efforts untll signe of the pew
mndsl have bsen placed on every im

portant thoroughfaras

lLiess than ten years ago New York was
far bahind other eities, domestic and Fu
ropean, in the malter of atreest signs.
Residents and wisitors often complained
that they experienced great troubles In|
finding obscure streeta and avenues hs
causa street slgns were miseing Of lata
years, however, this city has mades rapid |
strides In the Improvement of {is &irest |
rlgns. The result of thess efforts is the |
adoption and erection of the most effec. |
tive atreet wigns that New York has sve; [
had

Recauss of the arrangament of the sirest |
and avenus on one &lgn 1t |# now possih'a
to tsll at ons glance Just where you are
Under the old arrangement It was neces-
sary to read both the street and ave
nus aldes of thea slgn befors you could
Ket your bearings Not anly are the slgnas
handy for pedestrlans, but they are con
venlent for thase wha travel in cars,
autos, &c¢. And Jhe Jacl inust pnot bhe over
looked when summing up the good poaints
of the new slgns that they are much
cheaper than thelr predecessors. The old
signs coat the city §12 each, while the new

slgna cost §5.78 each. That's worth con- |
sldering DLW |
Naw Yonk, May 13, |

{ ditions in

| however, h

ANON, SIR, ANON.

An Old Friend Welcomed and & Mys-
terlous Phrase Elucldated.

To ThE Epitor or Tur Sun—8ir. In
THe SvN of April 25 is a letter signed
“Anon,” on “talking through his hat.”
I was gurprised and dellghted to learn
that dear old "Anon' s still with us.
He has alwayas been one of our most
prolific writers and 1 feared that hes
had “cashed In" He must be well along
in years, and I wish, right here, to ex-
tend to him the assurances of my dis-
einguighed conslderation and respect.
I am something of a newspaper writer
myrelf and my name 18 well known to
all readers, 1 am glad, therefore, to be
in a position to answer “Anon's” in-
teresting question.

How can a man "talk through his
hat" when he has it on his head? He
can't and he doesn't. When he talks
through his hat he has it in his hand.
We can all remember occasions when
we have been called Into the pareantal
presence to explain some unfortunaie
occurrence, Without warning we aras
called upon to explain the inexplicable,
to define the Indefinite and to unscrew
the inscrutable, There is no use try-
iIng to lle out of 1t Tha' would oniy
bring added penalties. We are cast
down; we hesitate, the pattern of the

carpet interests us as never before. wed
give unintelligible answers to the par-
ental questions, Suddenly there 1s a
command: “Hold your head up and take |
your finger out of your mouth and speai |
80 that I can hear you." |
But the old man himself has his bad |
epelis as well as the kids. He Is Ioo.c-l
ing for a Job, asking for a ralse In
1

wages, trying to account for a shoriage iy

in the cash or to explain to the Judge
how he came to be dancing the tango

to his own voocal “Tipperary” at 1
A. M. In Longacre Square He Is just
in the same “fix" as tne kid was Hat

In hand
floor,
to his
when his

he looks into it or upon the
mumbles something, holds his hat
forebead, his noss or his chin,
inquisitor admonishes him
“Ho.d up your head, speak out,
talk to me straight and not through
your hat"
The esence of “talking through one's
hat” is not as stated In ‘he Blang Diec-

tionary, but |t grows out of the ter-
rible di 'Yl-‘u ty of the :-.!lu[ on Iin which
the finds himself No better |
tliustratis can be cited of talking|
through one's hat than the explanation |
| ot Joseph Surface in the “School for|

Scandal” for Lady Teazle's presence be- |
hind the screen. He lled out of It the
best he could on short notice and when
Peter turned to his wife for con-
firmuatton she answered : “Not one word
of 1t." Joseph “talked through his hat”
80 when an explanation doesn't ex-|
piain, the definition doesn't define and
the inscrutable will not unscrew, let us
svmpathize with tha poor devil who is
doing his level best under the hard con-
which he finds himself Ha
naking a poor fist a! ‘t. He s “talk- |
n: through his hat.'
'ro Boaxo PunLico,
Cal, May 117.

Sr

SaNn Fraxcisco,

Polygamy and Votes for Women In
Utah,

:DITOR OF THE SUN-
r Brewster in her letter in
v did not seem to
ed in regard to the
suffrage with
8he apparently does
not know that woman suffrage existed
in Utah when It was a Territory, and
wias repsaled by Congress,

Leck: in his “Den racy and Lib-
erty,” New York, 1403, pages 545-8,
savs: “It is impossible, however, to oves-
leok the curious and significant fact
that the Mormons were the first, or al-
most the first, to give the political suf-
frage to women: that female suffrage
existed among them for many yYears:
ind that it proved mo favorable to
polvgnmy that its abholition by Cangress
was one of the measures for suppressing
thnt system.”

He further savs: “"Woman suffrage
existed in 1"tah for seventeen years and
proved to he one of the strongest bul- |
warks of polveamy.” C. E 8

Bostoxn, May 21,
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Peace at Syracnse.

| prof#ssor's demand for an
| vunference”

| at
| a foot or more with the melting down

| their novitiate are too
with the facts concerning the compounds |

| The result of theee
| prove that cement compositions are not

To AR EoiToR oF THE SUN—Rir: Now
that the vil war in classie Byracuse
s over, prrhaps Tue Susn will reproduce
the fullowing in order to add to the
feelings or remorse of the battling ele-
nents that have given to the Demo-

ts thunder that makea the Sulzer
storm 'ﬁr Republicans seem llke soft
EOlw

Birds | their \

Anid is |

Whe \
Fa ) 1 fght
Yours for printing contracts

FeELIX FrLxina, l

May 22 !

Fort PLaix,

Twoe Views of a Mighty Victory,

RY THE COLONEL'S ILAWYERR
The victary that Mr Ransave!t has won
s 4 victory for good movernment, |
RY THE COLONEL |
1 more moved and toucrhed than
1 5 s by what i have done in
L - ¢
say that
1 apmy i to the ful'est tha abligation
y oy mer rapresoar E every
fp feal bellef. have put
Me under There 15 only one return that
1 l 1ke, and
I assure vou that all
M f
I w avt In public and private affalrs
! v it no ane of i oweil!
h M to regret the verdict you
hay endered to-day
I sha behave as & decent American |
« 1 l
|
“His Excelleney."
From the Sacramento Ree
Necent farma tions 1n a re n\—l‘
' nar W tman at Albhany were
these wards
His Ex eney the Giovernar of the
Ntut f New York and the Regenta of
L f New York."” &
(1T howaver, objecta strongly te
isa of such A& form of address, con
lemning It as undemocrat!c and far re
oved from the spirit of our Institutions

h Qonstituty

’

It =suys that in ¥
Mas -l-'h.w' )

two States of the U'nion

ind New Hampshire —-war this old Ca
wmial ktyle preserved ns A prorsgative of
L and that in a the others

It was discarded, &8 in the Constitution of

th U'nited States

e Hee agrees with
His Excellapey
to this coun'ry and sho
elther In addressing the
United Brates

any

Tue Sy that such

terms as Ara unsulted
uldd not  he
President of the
tha (iavernor of &4 Stats or
other American oMolal

We take thig oceasion to return to the
subject of “Hiz Excelleney” (n order "ta
1y thag we have been informed, on au-
thority which we are accustomed to re-
gpect, that not only in Massa
and New Hampshire but nlso
mont was this title at ong
property of the Governor
is not heen abhle
the statement as to Vermont

lusetts
in Ver.
time the legal
Tur =uw,
to verlfy

The AdJective Enemy

To TRAE EniTor
lologist® {8 In error in stnting that the yss
of “anemy"” as an adjective has heen in-
toduced since the beglaning of the
word as an adiective, o
A% an attribative noun WAs In
far hack as the fourteanth
Shiakespeare wrote “This
Thomas Jeffarson  wrote
wre lawful prize*

temvar L, Mass.,

oF Tne Svs- M “"Phi-

VAT The at

cast usa
“s century,
enemy  town.''
“Enemy goods

J. E,
May 21,
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lNTERNA TIONAL LAW.

4 Criticism nf (‘oruﬂn Statements
Made by Professor Kirchwey.

To THe Epitor oF Tue 8yn—Str: In
last Bunday's Sun Professor Kirchwey
of the Columbia Law School, in his dis-
cussion of the Lusitania case, makes the
statemént that "Germany cannot at her
own Instance alter to the detriment of
others the rules of international law”
He then, as If assuming that thers ware
no continuing International law, inquires,
“What principles are to govern mari-
time warfare from thia time on?' and
throws in the remark that
States acting alone can no more decide
authoritatively than ean Germany ™

It seems to a layman that this sort
of reasoning 18 not only lllogical dut

viclous, the more so When coming from !

a recognized teacher of law and of re-
spect fo- law.

For, since Germany cannot of no'nelf-"nm thAt source in a latter which

international law, it
con- |

alter the existing
must needs be that that law still
tinues supreme

“the United |

l

|

FAILURET0 SCALE
CITY PAY CRITICISED

Mitchel Administration (g
First Whack From the
Bureau of Research,

£300,000 DATA NOT [UspD

The Mitchal administration  nithaeg,
Ifmmune from attack by *he ey o
Munrnicipal Research, gets its first whg

Frederick A. Cleveland, direcior of 1,

And surel® the United | | bureau, sent to acting M!)nr MaAany

States |a not “deciding” what it shall be | yesterday.

in the future in appealing to it as it

stands

And yet, unless we are to accepy the |

violation by Germany as a valid aboli- | $300,000 in gathering

tion of the existing international law, |

what is the foundation for the lurnedlcw employees salaries, hut hae

“immediate |
to reconstruct the law to

His criticiam 18 directed at the Roury
| of Estimate. He mays It has anepn
tnforation ’

which to base standardization of &0,00

ne
lected to do anything with (Na o

which all nations except Germany are Mation which would make it availass

adhering without cavil?

But most astoundilng of all is ths pro- |
fessor's dictum that ail the belligerents |

should "be requested’” to suspend thelr
‘violation of existing international law™
while a
This virtually amounts to the monstrous
assumption that law can be invalidated
by any determined violation of it.
Columbia’'s law school stand for any
such theory aa that?
Ricrarp FERRIS,
NEw York, May 21,

CONCRETE'S FAILURE.

Mr. Edison Called as a Witness as to
Its Non-Fireproof Nature.

To THE EDITOR OF THE Sun—S8ir: Mr
Edson has furnished his own very con-
vincing evidence in rebut:al of his clalm
that concrete s Aa rHreproof material.
That evidence appaars In a pamphlet il-
lustrating the effects of the fire which
swept the Edison phonograph works a:
West Orange. The pamphlet was ls-
sued to architecta, and doubtless also
to others, !n the interest of the cement
industry, In which Mr. Edison is repre-
sented by she Edison Portland Cement
Company

In one of the photographie repreduc-
tiong of thia pamphlet may be seen, ver)

| clearly visible in the foreground, a steel

ceduinn which had been melted suffi-
clerty to buckle downward In the form
of a closed leiter 8. The concrete cov-
ering was hroken away, exposing the
misshapen steel, and the constructions

that point are shown to have fallen

of the eoalumn.

The damage apparent constituted a
fallure of the a'.mrmr..
Had lnading of that
more than a very insignificant ohe the
destruction would have been extensive;
and had the bullding itse!! been of any
considerable magnitude its entire col-
lapse certalnly must have resulted.

Architects, engineers and even most |
of their draughtsmen who have pissed
well acqualinted

compiete local
the

of cement to be mmsled by this prapas
ganda for the misuse of the material.
They are more or less thoroughly fa-
miliar with the numerous fire tests made
by tha hullding departments cities,
by the fire usderwriters and by others.
all emducted under such definite con-
trol of the conditiona as to determina
the truth of fire resistance (n a mans-
ner as precise as the Edison examina-
tion after a fire of unknown tempera-
tures Is haphazard and inconclusive
tests has been to

of

fireproof in any legitimate underastand-
ing of the requirements. On the other
hand, similar carefully conducted 'f-u

To see thelr faces mirrarad in the wall,

Fispi sy SAaCRETY

sew code |s being constructed. |

Does |

for use In preparing a proper oty hyd
get for next vear Al one time tha houry
WAS eAger 10 have saluries s0iontifnally
scaled #o no person would be raid mors
or less than his worth, but Dr
land says:

“City employees are rapidly raning
the impreasion that the adoption af 1ns
standardization programme i8 o-a
which the Board of Estimate has |
interest. There is an opinion prevasn:
that the opposition in the board will leag
to indefinite delay ™

For five years, says Dr. Claveland thy
board has recognized the 1mporiance of
atandardizing salaries It organized a
committes in 1912 to collect Information

Last year the Bureau of Standatds, of
which George L. Tirrell 1a director wan
charged with the consummation of (he
work.

Clove

Not Even Printed,

In November last this hureau reporiad
to the board a general plan <f classf
cation and urged that the proposed spec).
Acatiuns be consitdered class by 188
This has not been done. The bouird
Asserts Dr Cleveland, has not saven hear
willing to appropriate $2,000 to have 159
Tirrell report printed so thers co e
conferences and public discussions Tra
Bureau of Municipal Research asied 'he
board on April ® to act prom;
the request hass not heen
Cleveland again addresses Mr McAneny

Dr. Cleveland says further

i ‘Repeated requests have been maas %o

the salaries and grades cn & fap

| authority to have the ationg
| printed, but without result “heir fa
ure to order the printir g haq a.ready

column been |

! Kition

causad much wvaluable time to he
and judging from conferences with v ame
bers of the committes there seems ¢ .
no immediate probabi

Hty of the menmters
of the committes ‘aking the recessary
Eteps to make results avallahle !

“These results up to this tims have
cost the city approximately $300 ) and
will ba useful in reaching corclusions
concerning about $80.000 000 of
expenditures, Moreover, in discyse ong

in and out of the Board of Estimu:. ]
Bureau of Standards has e
Breat deal
from
dire

J!' e e A
of direct and indire

members of the
Cl representatives.”

Doard ad

their

Ilogical, He Sayas,

A curious feature of
pointed out by Dr. Cleveland is 1ha -
very specifications which are heitg st
in filling vacancies have ot hes
mally approved by the Bo —-:

the situatan

mate. He saye this is illogica! 1.4
businesslike. He adds:

“The effect of the pProsert .
definite poliey and friorkness #

part of the Board of st i«

have shown the products of baked ¢
Gk bt >pf|fl"‘—‘m' wid ': l!:f‘"l"tlnn;ﬁ'l on emplovees of the B
reliabla when sed properly, either as .-‘g‘ d“. "‘r;': k8 =honly ‘1)3' ?‘F. '(_ :
structural elements or as .1.‘11‘.:1',‘.nn 20¢ | work will be car ';‘ yéadepink :
non- "-.p oof structural members. In  ynder the present condi: i
the fo r-nrd 'prnfrn-m'mi Judrlwr' these «itinn und UrCartaing o 1t ‘; a "
cor 1%, having been abundant fub-  the hardest kind of w
st ated by technical experiment, are erable amount of overtime oo 1
not regarded as debatable of employees of the Rur. ., ‘.
A truly fireproof material must per= ards s complete the 1.,.“.'.
form two distinet functions: it must re- lined bhefore Neptember 1] -
sist injury teelf by heat of sur- canrot be pushed with the
rounding Inflammable subetances and ' vigor if the Ronrd of ¥ "
protect from injury any structural parts -\I':*‘rl'«'":nw-lz does o
it may be employed to insulate, and in deciding upon the 14 l-'"" i ’
addition it must ba able when at tha POUCY as they are currently
highest temperature to remain intact
ug being drenched suddenly with
wWiter This latter requirement con-
rete will not fulfil. In many instances, KATO EXPLAINS
A8 Llustrated in the KEdison fire, it erume |
bils 1 fragments, and so fails of either JAPAN
purpose of fire resistance S SEGRECY
Mr. Edigon makes a point of the de-
struction of his brick buildings That —_—
result was due n to failure of brick
work but to failure of the floors; such § T ? , '
of the brick walls as fell were pulled Sﬂ.\‘ Gr”“P " 'Il‘llll“"llil'] 9
down, not burned down, by the leverage “”pf‘ Rather Than a 1w
f the combustible floors after they had
burned through, Had the floors of Mr mand on China
Edison's brick bulldings been constructed k
with steel heams properly nsulated with
terra ootta those buildings would have
requited after the fire nothing but re- Toko, May 22.—A partiar e
finishing and rnishir a8 was the tion of Japans pol n wif
Cure ;:| the Home Life Ins nee billds  made in the Diet v hy B
ing when swept by the Rogers-Peet @
ol many CArS ARD - s Minister of Foreips A ¢
Concerete in ma wavs and for many Japan had finag'ls greeod ot
1808 (& an excellent material lis em- | 8ions in the orig . 4 ’
» -n:u-vxul 15 exte -‘-l.' 1 with each | made an China for the eahe .1
succeeding yvear, it 1086 pProm-
ee for the future in the proper nn‘i-ln of sriondeRip with' the' Chinesa s
its application in all justice should sat- | And with Great Britain and § 1
sfy the demands of the most ambitious States
| of cement manufacturer In the eir- Tha most important «lass . in
cumstances it i but natueal that an ‘ )
effort of those trudesmen to encreach on | THANES Eroun V., w
the legitmate domain of makers of Tapanese Gover el
other matertals should be resented by ke the stipula - . ‘
T 3 ¥ T T ¥ . .
!:I.. \“t.lll‘ |. 1 u‘-\ 8 of .H firepront ' re in the nature af 4 A
producs ind & persistent enmpaign
to further the use for flreproofing pur- request or a den ! !
poses of an aggregate which in no ef. | the Government did
| fective manner ca perform the funee pelled to publis ho o ‘
P of d ré =t Ay r by 1
:.:'II. ,A..,r‘.. ‘_.“T‘ _‘_'ﬂ bidt o > ‘." R 1®58 | and did &0 finally on!
I‘I}" \“.l‘ \:'r. erronenuys a MWINnts reg
PrainFmein, N J, May 22 cireulation
“We had 10 ses w40
A Deserted Farmhouse, would =ay abouye
It stands thers al! ainnf thers wns thaiof
1"povnn w h =nft 1iinwa munieating it l.ate s
Fa innaticed And n meradows e of err
larks sing madrigals all proof 1 to maky
ARAINSY fts mute, pathetd neliness, en asked why Japa A
Hot suns have lang mads 'istlens ' ‘
The winds that sweep its roaf explained tia L
All gray with lvher his res was bhas
And on the prane door of 118 Kitchen ‘ o destract
Lizarda bask unfearfu! of raproof in the Far East and 1t
the integrity of Chinu
For vears swift tims b “ped ed &0 long as nr
Past 1ts hroken garden hedlge, K 5 P 1
And nn fostfall has left pleige it te o ra from t
That iz o'ergrown away led the Forelgn M i
To aught that spoke of strife treatins with China w
Or pu'se beat of a joyous |ifs mitia feel ng of frie
No furrowsd brow or vouthful head dialit
Looke with Keen vision ‘vond The et was 1nld by . J
To whers the sunlit summer pond Finance, Wakatsyl thiat
Lies glistening. All I8 dead 4 1HPp M to t
penditures up tn "
. ADPTON Im ate 1 '
But could this hraken shell A00Y. The sunplemer ¢yl b
Of home but spesk (s riuth | ¢ OO BN+ R K
Give volee unto the artiess trut
Of e lang pagt the sombe :‘ ru he tsed rth o
Cf miypiery wouid (If wildren bands \_ ,‘ ' i
Pluck at the bush. whil g hanis o .' / i
Weave g garianas Frattiings tei) | ‘_. T3 T V0 ‘\ I‘ A
Where yvouthful vanity once strove | 12,000,000 PTEE 1
Unmindful of the dangsr, urged hy 10v8 | the war for thoe nes
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